
WHEN PEOPLE 
ARE BIG…… 

AND GOD IS SMALL 



What are we talking about? 

!   Peer Pressure (John 9 Parents) 

!   People Pleasing (Pilate) 

!   Co-Dependency (Woman at the well) 

!   A life defined by what others think about 
you (Ananias & Saphirra) 

!   The Fear of Man (Saul) 



“We fear people because they can expose and humiliate us. We 
fear people because they can reject, ridicule, or despise us. We 
fear people because they can attack, oppress, or threaten us. 
These three reasons have one thing in common: they see people 
as “bigger” (that is, more powerful and significant) than God, 
and, out of the fear that creates in us, we give other people the 
power and right to tell us what to feel, think, and do.”  - E. Welch 



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

! Prov 29:25 Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but 
whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe. 

!   Galatians 1:10 Am I now trying to win the approval of 
human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? 
If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a 
servant of Christ. 

!   1 Thess 2:4  On the contrary, we speak as those approved 
by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying 
to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

!   John 12:42:  Yet at the same time many even among the 
leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they 
would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they 
would be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved 
human praise more than praise from God. 

!   1 Samuel 15:24: Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have 
sinned. I violated the Lord's command and your 
instructions. I was afraid of the men and so I gave in to 
them. 

  



WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 
!   Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for human masters, 

!   Acts 5:29 Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God 
rather than human beings! 

!   2 Corinthian 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things 
done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

!   Jeremiah 17:5 This is what the Lord says: "Cursed is the one who 
trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart 
turns away from the Lord. 

!   Romans 2:29 No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 
circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
written code. Such a person's praise is not from other people, but from 
God. 



Why does it matter? 
!   Can’t say ‘No’ 

!   Look to others to fulfill you 

!   Find fulfillment in the opposite sex 

!   Insecure 

!   Lying 

!   Victimization 

!   Flattery:  
! Prov 29:5/ Jdg 1:16/ Romans 16:18/ 1 Thess 2:5  

!   We seek to build up our ‘self’ 









God’s Expectations 

!   2 Timothy 2:15  Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth. 

!   Galatians 6:4Each one should test their own 
actions. Then they can take pride in 
themselves alone, without comparing 
themselves to someone else, 



Matthew 6:24-34 
24 "No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
both God and money. 

Do Not Worry  

25 "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your life ? 

28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. 
They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his 
splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of 
the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not 
much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, 'What 
shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 





What Happened? 
!   Genesis 3:7  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. 

!   John 3:19:  This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but 
people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light 
for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the 
truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 
have done has been done in the sight of God. 



Shrinking God 
!   Recapture The Fear of God 

!   We are more scared to look stupid (fear of man) than of sinning 
(fear of the Lord) 

!   Matthew 25 
!   44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 
not help you?’45 "He will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did not 
do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 

!   Luke 12:5 
!   4 "I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body 

and after that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you 
should fear: Fear him who, after your body has been killed, has 
authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 

!   Genesis 39  
!    9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld 

nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then 
could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?" 



!   Matthew 8:12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be 
thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." 

!   Matthew 13:42 They will throw them into the blazing 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

!   Matthew 22:13 "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie 
him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth” 

!   Matthew 24:51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a 
place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 



Job 38 
!   1 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said:2 

"Who is this that obscures my plans with words without 
knowledge?3 Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, 
and you shall answer me.4 "Where were you when I laid the 
earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand.5 Who 
marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who 
stretched a measuring line across it?6 On what were its 
footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—7 while the 
morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for 
joy?8 "Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst 
forth from the womb,9 when I made the clouds its garment 
and wrapped it in thick darkness,10 when I fixed limits for 
it and set its doors and bars in place,11 when I said, 'This 
far you may come and no farther; here is where your proud 
waves halt’?12 "Have you ever given orders to the morning, 
or shown the dawn its place, 





Shrinking God 
MTD: The most common teaching in America 

!   1. "A god exists who created and ordered the world and 
watches over human life on earth."  

!   2. "God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each 
other, as taught in the Bible and by most world 
religions."  

!   3. "The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel 
good about oneself."  

!   4. "God does not need to be particularly involved in 
one's life except when God is needed to resolve a 
problem."  

!   5. "Good people go to heaven when they die.” 





Radical Treatment 
Recapture the Wonder of God 

!   Ephesians 1 
!   3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation 
of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he 
predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, 
in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his 
glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 
8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 
9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his 
good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into 
effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to 
all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 



Ephesians 2 
!   1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of 
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 
All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. 
Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But 
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And 
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the 
coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  



Ephesians 3 
!   14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom 

every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. 16 I 
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how 
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and 
to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.20 Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 



Right & Wrong Questions 

 

!  How can I feel better about 
myself? (wrong) 

!  Why am I so concerned 
about what people think? 
 



!   THIS IS NOT 
ABOUT 
FIGURING 
OUT HOW 
TO FEEL 
BETTER 
ABOUT 
MYSELF! 



Healthy Relationships 
!   Romans 15 We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the 

weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our 
neighbors for their good, to build them up…….. 5 May the God who gives 
endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 
toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and 
one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

!   Philippians 2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being 
united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing 
in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit 
and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your 
own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.5 In your 
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 



CONCLUSION 
!   Don’t fall for worldly fixes 

!   Meditation  

!   Whole Bible 

!   YOU make the CHOICE 

!   Keep his commandments-  

!   Fearing God frees us up to be the best versions of 
ourselves 

!   Don’t live spitefully- I’ll show them 

!   Die Daily & Seasonly (Romans 12:2). 



Eccl 12:13 Now all has been heard; 
here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear 
God and keep his commandments, for 
this is the duty of all mankind 




