




THE NEED FOR INTERPRETATION 

 

•  There’s no need! Just read and obey 
•  Preachers these days just muddy the waters with their 

fancy interpretation 
•  In many cases it’s not interpretation that’s needed but 

OBEDIENCE 
§ “Do everything without complaining or arguing, “ 





The aim of Bible 
interpretation is 
NOT UNIQUENESS 
but rather to 
discover THE PLAIN 
MEANING OF THE 
SCRIPTURE 



THE NATURE OF SCRIPTURE 

•  Eternal Relevance 
•  Historical particularity 
 



2 STRANGE WORDS 

•  Exegesis 
•  Hermeneutics 



EXEGESIS 
Historical context 
§ Who is the author? 
§ What’s the occasion? 
§ Where is the place located? 
§ What’s going on there? (Culture, politics, etc) 
Literary context 
§ What’s the genre? 
§ What’s the authors point? Train of thought? 
§ Word’s have meaning in the context of sentences 
§ Verses-Chapters-Books-Bible 



HERMENEUTICS 
“A SCRIPTURE CANNOT MEAN WHAT 
IT WAS NEVER INTENDED TO MEAN” 

 

 

•  Choosing a translation… 



DATES TO KNOW 
Primeval  Genesis 1-11 
2100-1886  Patriarchal 
1876-1446  Egypt 
1446   Exodus 
1446-1406  Desert 
1406-1370  Conquest 
1370-1050  Judges 
1050-930  United Kingdom 
930-722  Divided Kingdom 
722-539  Assyrian Exile 
586-539  Babylonian Exile 
539-333  Persian Exile 
333-63   Greek Exile 





IN SUMMARY 
•  Good interpretation is necessary (2 Timothy 2:15) 

•  We must aspire to feast on solid food (Hebrews 6) 

•  THE AIM OF GOOD INTERPRETATION IS TO FIND THE PLAIN MEANING OF 
SCRIPTURE 

•  2 Principles of good interpretation: Exegesis & Hermeneutics 

•  Exegesis: (Then and There) 
•   Questions to ask as we read the Bible book by book 
•  Who is the author, Where, When, Why, What was going on? 
•  What is the genre? Must read the Bible at face value 
•  What’s the point? What is the authors train of thought? 

•  Hermeneutics: (Here and now) 
•  The bible cannot mean what was never intended to mean 



VERSIONS 
•  What is your favorite? Which would you never read? 
•  Why does it matter? 

•   “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever TRUSTS in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  
•  From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has 

been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it  (Mt 11:12) NIV 
1984…or 
• And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 

suffers violence, and violent men take it by force  (Mt 11:12) NASB 
•  How are they translated? 







DATES 

Primeval    Genesis 1-11 

2100-______   Patriarchal 

1886-1446   __________ 

1446    Exodus 

1446-1406   Desert 

1406-_______   Conquest 

_____-1050   __________ 

1050-930   __________ 

930-_______   Divided Kingdom 

______-539   Assyrian Exile 

586-539    Babylonian Exile 

539-333    Persian Exile 

333-63    __________ 

 



DATES 

Primeval    Genesis 1-11 

2100-1886   Patriarchal 

1876-1446   EGYPT 

1446    Exodus 

1446-1406   Desert 

1406-1370   Conquest 

1370-1050   JUDGES 

1050-930   UNITED KINGDOM 

930-722    Divided Kingdom 

722-539    Assyrian Exile 

586-539    Babylonian Exile 

539-333    Persian Exile 

333-63    GREEK EXILE 

 



SHARPEN THE SWORD 

•  Name a book that takes place in the patriarchal period. 

•  Name a book that discusses times of the United Kingdom 

•  Name a book that takes place during the Persian exile 

•  What took place first…the exodus or the time of judges? 

KNOW THE FLOW 







IN SUMMARY 
•  Good interpretation is necessary (2 Timothy 2:15) 

•  We must aspire to feast on solid food (Hebrews 6) 

•  THE AIM OF GOOD INTERPRETATION IS TO FIND THE PLAIN MEANING OF 
SCRIPTURE 

•  2 Principles of good interpretation: Exegesis & Hermeneutics 

•  Exegesis: (Then and There) 

•  Hermeneutics: (Here and now) 



THIS IS FOR OTHER CHURCHES…
RIGHT? 

•  What are some lenses I read the Bible through? 
•  Usually it’s an area I feel like has been neglected 

§ Evangelism 
§ Obedience 
§ Dating 
§ Falling Away 



REASONS WE DON’T 
•  We feel like we must stress accountability 
•  We don’t want to be loosey goosey 
•  It’s easier 



JOHN 15:1-8 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 

branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit 
he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, 
he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and 
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 



1 CORINTHIANS 10:23-24 

23 “Everything is permissible”—but not everything is 
beneficial. “Everything is permissible”—but not 
everything is constructive. 24 Nobody should seek his 
own good, but the good of others. 



PHILIPPIANS 4:13 

 13 I can do everything through him who gives me 
strength. 





DATES 

Primeval    Genesis 1-11 

2100-______   Patriarchal 

1876-1446   __________ 

1446    Exodus 

1446-1406   Desert 

1406-_______   Conquest 

_____-1050   __________ 

1050-930   __________ 

930-_______   Divided Kingdom 

______-539   Assyrian Exile 

586-539    Babylonian Exile 

539-333    Persian Exile 

333-63    __________ 

 



DATES 

Primeval    Genesis 1-11 

2100-1886   Patriarchal 

1876-1446   EGYPT 

1446    Exodus 

1446-1406   Desert 

1406-1370   Conquest 

1370-1050   JUDGES 

1050-930   UNITED KINGDOM 

930-722    Divided Kingdom 

722-539    Assyrian Exile 

586-539    Babylonian Exile 

539-333    Persian Exile 

333-63    GREEK EXILE 

 



SHARPEN THE SWORD 

•  Name a book that takes place in the Conquest period. 

•  Exegesis is _________________ 

•  A scripture cannot _________________________________ 

•  Our Bibles today tend to be translated using a word to word method or a 
_______________ method 

 

 





HEBREW NARRATIVE 
•  GENESIS, JOSHUA, JUDGES, RUTH, 1&2 

SAMUEL, 1&2 KINGS, 1&2 CHRONICLES 
•  “Narratives are stories—purposeful stories 

retelling the historical events of the past that 
are intended to give meaning and direction for 
a given people in the present.”  Fee, Gordon 
D.; Stuart, Douglas (2009-10-07). How to Read 
the Bible for All Its Worth 



WHAT NARRATIVES AREN’T 

•  Allegories 
•  Moses 
•  Elijah 
•  David cutting Saul’s robe 

•  NOT intended to teach moral lessons 
•  Polygamy, lying, adultery 
•  Simply telling how God worked in the history of Israel 
•  However, they illustrate principles that are explicitly taught elsewhere 

 



6 IMPORTANT THINGS (GENESIS 37-50) 

•  Narrator 
•  The Scenes 
•  Characters 
• How are they described? 
•  Dialogue 
•  Repetition 
•  The Presence of God 





EXAM 
1)    In 2 Samuel 11 and the account of David & 

Bathsheba- The Bible is teaching us that adultery is 
wrong.  T or F? 

2)    What does Moses receiving the law on Mount Sinai 
symbolize for us today? 

3)    Name 3 important things to remember when reading 
OT Narrative 



6 IMPORTANT THINGS 

•  Narrator 
•  The Scenes 
•  Characters 
• How are they described? 
•  Dialogue 
•  Repetition 
•  The Presence of God 



When he was at the table with them, he took bread, 
gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 

him, and he disappeared from their sight. They 
asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning 

within us while he talked with us on the road and 
opened the Scriptures to us?”-  Luke 24:30-32 



SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 
² MATTHEW 
² Written in 5 blocks of teaching 
² “When Jesus had finished…” 
² Matthew 5-7/Chapter 10/Chapter 13/Chapter 18/Chapter 23-25 

² Turning Point: Matthew 16 
² MARK 
² Roman influence 
² Euthus: Immediately 
² Memoir of Peter? (Papias 2c) 
² Theology trumps Chronology 



SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 
² LUKE 
² Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know 
the certainty of the things you have been taught. –Luke 1:1-4 



JOHN’S GOSPEL 



JOHN: FESTIVALS 



JOHN: THE SEVEN’S 

7 Signs 
§ WateràWine 
§ Healing officials son 
§ Parapalegic 
§ Feeding the multitude 
§ Walk on h2o 
§ Heals blind man 
§ Raises Lazarus 
7 “I AM” Statements 
§ Bread : 6 
§ Light: 8,9 
§ The Door: 10 
§ Good ShepHerd: 10, 14 
§ Resurrection and the life: 11 
§ The way, truth, life: 14 
§ True Vine: 15 
 



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GOSPELS 

²  SELECTED 
² JOHN 20/21 
² Only about 34 days of a 3-4 year ministry 
² John 21:25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I 

suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written. 
² John 20:30 Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

²  ARRANGED 
² 5 blocks of Matthew 
² The orderliness of Luke 
² 7 signs of John 
² 7 “I AM’s” of John 

²  ADAPTED 
² Communicates to their audience in understandable ways 
² Mark 2/Luke 5- roof tiles 



INTERPRETING GOSPELS 
² THEN AND THERE/ HERE AND NOW 
² READ SECTION BY SECTION (PERICOPES) 
² Is this a promise, command, a truth? 
² Location matters (Bethsaida, Capernaum) 
² Who is the audience? 

² IDENTIFY THE TEACHING STYLE & STRUCTURE 
² THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 



TEACHING STYLES OF JESUS 

² PARABLE 
² HYPERBOLE 
² PROVERBS 
² SIMILES & METAPHORES 
² QUESTIONS 







DATES 

Primeval    Genesis 1-11 

2100-______   Patriarchal 

1886-1446   __________ 

1446    Exodus 

1446-1406   Desert 

1406-_______   Conquest 

_____-1050   __________ 

1050-930   __________ 

930-_______   Divided Kingdom 

______-539   Assyrian Exile 

586-539    Babylonian Exile 

539-333    Persian Exile 

333-63    __________ 

 



DATES 

Primeval    Genesis 1-11 

2100-1886   Patriarchal 

1876-1446   EGYPT 

1446    Exodus 

1446-1406   Desert 

1406-1370   Conquest 

1370-1050   JUDGES 

1050-930   UNITED KINGDOM 

930-722    Divided Kingdom 

722-539    Assyrian Exile 

586-539    Babylonian Exile 

539-333    Persian Exile 

333-63    GREEK EXILE 

 



PARABLES 

When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around 
him asked him about the parables. He told them, “The 
secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. 
But to those on the outside everything is said in 
parables so that, “‘they may be ever seeing but never 
perceiving, and ever hearing but never understanding; 
otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!’”  

– MARK 4:10-12 



PARABLES 

•  Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to 
hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
 Then Jesus told them this parable:  -LUKE 15:1-3 

•  To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 
looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable:  -LUKE 
18:9 

•  When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, 
they knew he was talking about them. –MATTHEW 21:45 



DIFFERENT TYPES 

•  PARABLE 
•  The Good Samaritan 
•  A story, with a plot, a beginning and an end 
•  A single intention: Calling forth a response from the hearer 
•  SIMILITUDE 
•  The Yeast and the Dough 
•  The Mustard Seed 
•  The Sower 
•  Act more like illustrations 



INTERPRETING THE PARABLES 

•  Interpreting a parable is like explaining a joke 

•  Must know the points of reference 

•  Identify the unexpected turn of events 

•  Identify the audience 

•  Read carefully sometimes it is stated: “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to 
show them that they should always pray and not give up. –Luke 18:1 



36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house 
and reclined at the table. 37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus 
was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 38 and as she stood 
behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with 
her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 
would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 
41 “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other 

fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which 
of them will love him more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” “You have judged correctly,” 
Jesus said. 

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. 
You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing 
my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell 
you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves 
little.” 

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 
50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 



THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the 

hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half 
dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he 
passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took 
care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look 
after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do 
likewise.”- Luke 10:25-37 



THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

•  Point of reference 
•  The man in the ditch  
•  The Samaritan 
•  Pharisee/Priest 
•  Noteworthy 
•  Pharisee/ Samaritan relationship 



WHAT NOT TO DO 
Augustine offers the following interpretation of the parable of the good Samaritan:  
•  A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho = Adam  
•  Jerusalem = the heavenly city of peace, from which Adam fell  
•  Jericho = the moon, and thereby signifies Adam’s mortality  

•  Robbers = the devil and his angels 
•  Stripped him = of his immortality 
•  Beat him = by persuading him to sin 
•  Leaving him half dead = as a man he lives, but he died spiritually;    therefore he is half 

dead  
•  Priest and Levite = the priesthood and ministry of the Old Testament  
•  The Samaritan = is said to mean Guardian; therefore Christ himself  is meant bandaged 

his wounds = binding the restraint of sin  
•  Oil = comfort of good hope  
•  Wine = exhortation to work with a fervent spirit  
•  Donkey (“beast”) = the flesh of Christ’s incarnation  

•  Inn = the church  
•  The next day = after the Resurrection  
•  Two silver coins = promise of this life and the life to come  

•  Innkeeper = Paul 



WHY NOT AN ALLEGORY? 

•  The function is the main difference 
•  In an Allegory, the elements themselves mean something foreign 

to the story itself 
•  An allegory would give meaning to the denarii, the location, etc. 
•  The point of a parable is not the points of reference- they simply 

draw in the hearer 
•  The point of the parable is to be found in its intended response 



THE KINGDOM PARABLES 

•  The Kingdom of God is like a… 
•  Matthew 13 
•  Intention is for a response from the hearers 
•  Jesus’s urgent calling to discipleship 

•  Keep an eye out for “the main point” 



ADDITIONAL PARABLES 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. 

 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 

pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and 
sold everything he had and bought it. 

-MATTHEW 13:44 



EXAM 

1.  List 3 different genres of literature used by bible writers. 

2.   The KJV Bible was the 1st English Bible: True or False 

3.   Place the following in chronological order 
1. Abraham takes Isaac to sacrifice him 
2. Daniel and his friends are taken captive 
3. David is crowned King 
4. Moses parts the Red Sea 

4.   Exegesis means: 

5.   List 3 things that will help you exegete a passage correctly 

6.   A passage cannot mean… 

 




